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A REPLY, Sc. 
„ 1 


My pax Six, Pg 


I CAN assure you, with great truth, 
that Controversy is a thing by no means suited to 
my natural disposition, and is usually productive of 
more harm than good; besides, the ordinary duties 
of my office demand my constant and unremittin 
attention, and leave me no time to wade throug 
this wide and unexplored field: But as yourself and 
other of my Parishioners, think it incumbent upon 
me to take some notice of the Pamphlet alluded to 
in the Tit'e Page, and which I understand has been 
circulated with much industry among a certain de- 
Scription of Persons in this, and the neighbourin 
towns; I have, though reluctantly, complied wit 
your wishes, and shall be happy if my weak endea- 
yours may prove serviceable to the cause in which 
we are both embarked. is 

I shall not take upon me to assert that the Church 
of England is faultless, for what Church is, or that 
nothing might be altered for the better in her Ri- 
tual / but J totally deny, that she is, in any one es- 
gential point, a Dissenter from the Church of Christ: 
or that there is any thing in her Homilies, Lityrgy, 
dr Articles, which may not easily be reconciled to 
he Holy Scriptures. - Thousands of God's dear 

hildren have Iced and died in her Communion'; . 
ind, in the judgment of many of THESE, the 
vriter of the Pamphlet would have employed his 
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is assuming a power with which no civil . ar 


pretends to establish.“ And pray what right, au- 
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talents more use fully, by oppoging the lukewarmness, 
indevotion, and wordly spirit, so conspicuous among 
Professors in general, than by-exposing the imper- 
fections and failings of any particular Church; or 
Society of Christians. But, let it not be inferred 
from this, that abuses and corruptions are to be tole- 
rated in any Church—God forbid. Fiat justitta 
ruat Cælum J And, had our opponent wrote a 
PriL1Perc against the enormities of this kind, which 
have crept into the Establishmen:; he would have 
merited the thanks and commendation of every friend 
to Virtue and Religion, Churchman or Dissenter: 
Whereas, his present Publication can answer no other 
purpose, than to rekindle those embers of a narrow 
party spirit, which some late occurrences had given us 
good reason to hope were gradually dying away. 


But to proceed with our design. The first gene- 
ral principle, says the writef of the Pamphlet, on 
which we found our dissent,* is this, ** That no ci- 
vil Magistrate can have any Right, Authority, or flea 
Power, over the Consciences and 7 22 of Men: That 
his claiming to himself the interpretation of. the 
Seriptures, which contain the Chirstian Religion, 


can be invested, without directly opposing the very 
genius and spirit of that divine Religion which it 


thority, or power, does the civil magistrate, in this 
country exercise over the conscience of this Com- 
plainant? Is he not allowed to erect a Chapel, or 
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No man ought to be deſpiſed or even BLAMED, for his dif- 
ſe ting trom the eſtabliſhed Religion of his Country, provided 
he acts from PRINCIPLE; but he is certainly to be blamed for 
e r(eavouring to prejudice the minds of others againſt THAT Re- 
liz on, by miſ-repreſentations, and falſe. concluſions ; and by cal. 
Ii ig in the Aids of Ridicule and Satire, 
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place of public Worship in any part of the kingdom?) 
is he not allowed also in that Chapel to 1NTERPRET | 
ru ScrtetuREs agreeable to his own ideas, and to 
r make as many converts to his own opinions as he 
4 Jean? Is not his person and r protected ? 
Ils he not, as a Minister of the Gospel, exempted 
a || from various burthensome offices, which fall indis- 
a | criminately. on the Laity? What then can he de- 
h Esire more? The civil magistrate puts no disgrace- 
e ful * on his neck; or makes any encroachment 
d Ron his conscience: If he cannot embrace the Doc- 
r : Itrines, or conform to the Rites and Ceremonies of the 
er REstablished Church, let him depart in peace, and 
w quietly enjoy that religious Liberty which the 
us ws of his Country secure to him. The civil 

magistrate does no more than what is allowed 

to every master of a family, vix. to choose his servants 
1e- out of what denomination he pleases. 


ei- But, besides what the writer of the Pamphlet 
or calls this undue influence on the minds of men, 
hat from the assumed authority of the CIVIL Macrs- 
the Frrate; He has many other reasons ſor his dissent 


on, rom the Church of England:“ And, He particu- 

ate Warly instances, in her Docrxxxs, in her Spixir, in 

ery Per Coxsriruriox, and in some of her Orrics an 

h it Worms of public Worship.“ : 

au- | 1 | 

this — — 

5 5 | | 1 
\ Ol * The Government of this Country has thought proper to 


ake the Epiſcopal Church under its Patronage, and hence it is 
alled the Church of England; but there is no mare'NECESSARY 
onnection between the Epiſco al Church and the State, than be- 
een the Preſbyterian, or the 3 or the Baptiſt Church. 
Scotland, a member of the Epiſcopal Church. is conſidered as 
Diſſenter; and in America, where there is no Eſtabliſhed Chureh, 
ay adhere to the Liturgy of the Church of England, ſq called. 
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AS TO HER DOCTRINES, 

In the XX Axr. it is affirmed, That the Chureh 
hath power to decree Rites and Ceremonies, and 
uuthority in Controversies of Faith; and in virtue 
of this authority, she teaches and obliges all her 
Bishops and Clergy, to teach and solemnly to sub- 
Scribe as in the presence of Almighty God, That 
- whosoever will be saved, before all things it is ne- 
cessary that he hold the Fur contained in what. 
is called the Athanasian Creed; which Fartn, ex-! 
cept 9 one doth keep whole and undefiled, he] 
shall, without doubt, perish . No WIH 

what is this but downright Por rar? Admit but 
the truth of this proposition, i. e. That the Church 
hath power to decree rites and ceremonies, and au- 
thority in controversies of Fairy, and the gloriou 
Reformation must have been unjustifiable, un 
righteous, and schismatical; and Luther, Calvin 
Ridley, Cranmer, &c. by presuming to oppose the! 
private opinions to the decisions of the Church 
were guilty of REBELLION against ecclesiastical au 
thority, and all the Protestants stand condemned o 
the same crime, and are partakers in their guilt. 


Io refute at once this calumny, I shall only tran 
scribe the whole of the twentieth article, and th. 
latter part of the thirty-fourth article. 


. - ArncitE XX. 
The Church hath power to decree: Rites an 


Ceremonies; and authority in Controversies 
Faith; And yet it is not lawful for the Church F- 
ordain any thing that is contrary to God's Wo 
written; neither may it so expound one place q; 
Scripture, that it be repugnant to another. her 
- fore although the Church be a witness and a keept 
of holy writ, yet as it ought not to decree any thi 


>. « A ama. e I Po, a 


65 we A A #4 2 ww 


% 


| 4 
** 
„ „7 %%% 4 


against the same, so besides the same ought it not to 
enforce any thing to be believed for necessity of 8al- 


vation. PEN 8 
| _ AnnictE XXXIV. 


4. C6 Every particular or natioual Church hath ity 


thority to ordain, change, and abolish ceremonies 
or rites of the Church, ordained only by man's au- 


thority, so that all things be done to edifying.“ 


Tis plain then the 
mote from oo | 
refers all her 


hurch of 1 is as re- 


as candor from 


the very same privilege which she claims for her- 
Self---She has thought proper, it is true, to adopt, 


What is generally called, the Athanasian Creed into. 


her service, and that Creed confines Salvation to. 
such only as believe in the Tamirty ; but then there 
is a mantfest distinction between confining Salvation 
to a particular Church, and confining it to a par- 
ticular Doctrine. There can be but ons True 
Farrn, any more than one TRUE Gov, and Christ 
Says, He that believeth not shall be damned. 
e matter then, my dear Sir, is at Issue: For 
my own part, I am willing with our Church to 
stand or fall with the author of this Creed, notwith- 
standing our Opponent, in the excess of Ins charity, 
calls him a proud ignorant man.“ The language is 
certainly strong, but not at all too strong when! we 
are acquainted with the verbal subtilties, Which 
have been made use of in this controversy.— lt is 
also to be remembered, that when it is said in the 


” It is generally ſuppoſed that this Creed was dawn up by 
Hilary, Archbishop of Arles, a perſon of great worth and learn- 


ing, in the 5th-Century : He was equally conſpicuous for de- 


feriding the rights of his Sex againſt the encroachments of Leo 


"Bishop of Rome, as he was for defending the Fairn! dt the 


Church againſt the tenets of Arius and his tollowers. ; . 


igotry: See 
. Sue to the word of God, and al 
lows to every other Church, particular, or national, 
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Creed, He therefore that will be saved must thus 
think of the Trinity, the author does not advert to 
every particular proposition in the explanation of 
the Creed, as our Opponent would insinuate, but to 
the words mec N preceding, i. e. So that in 
all things, as is aforesaid (in the weginning of the 
Creed) the Unity-in- Trinity, and the Trinity in 
Unity is to be worshipped— :” And let our Adver- 
saries say What they please, this is the bulwark of 
Christianity; the very corner stone of the whole fa- 
bric. Take this away and Deism, under various 
disguises, rushes in at once like an impetuous tor- 
rent bearing down all the other doctrines of our 

most holy Religion beſore it. 2 
As to the objections brought against the Burial 
Service, and the Absolution pronounced by the 

Priest, I shall notice them in their proper place. 


hn. Datos —_ WY 


OF THE SPIRIT OF THE CHURCH. 
The spirit of Jesus Christ is catholic, tolerant, n 
liberal, breathing universal love; its characteristics {3 
are mutual condescension, bearing with one ano- Int 
ther's different sentiments in religion, holding the 
unity of the spirit in the bond of peace; in meek- | * 
ness instructing those Who oppose themselves; 
receiving one another, but not to doubtful disputa- 
tions, &c. But is this the spirit which the Church 
. of England breathes ? adds our opponent.“ I do Ne. 
not pretend to justify every thing which has been e 
said or done by the members of the establishment, 
much less that crooked policy which shut the doors 
of the Church against so many worthy characters in I 
the last century; but any person who has read the ing 
history of those times will recollect, that the Pur- Whu 
tans themselves, when in power, a few years be- 
fore, set the example, and deprived more than go00 
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(9) 
men of their livings, among whom was the 
| ro and good Bishop Hall, with? many other able 
Ministers of the New Testament, whose names will 
be found written in the Lamb's book of liſe.“ But 
suppose our Bishops and Archbishops were even 
now eas intolerant and illiberal as the Roman Pontiffs 
n in the dark ages preceding the Reformation, the 
Church is not answerable for the misconduet of her 
f rulers. On this principle the Jewish Church, in 
* e time of our Saviour, might be called intolerant 
15 and illiberal, because the high Priest Caiphas and 
1 his venal associates were men of this description, and 
ar the Presbyterian Church might be called intolerant 
d illiberal, because her Ministers in New England 
al persecuted several of the people called Quakers, to 
de death: And the Baptists may be called intolerant 
and illiberal, because they will not admit any man, 
owever orthodox in principle, and holy in con- 
ersation, to sit down with them at the table of their 
ommon Lord, unless he has been baptized, when 
an Adult, and that, by plunging the whole body into 


fs ater. But the Church of England must be more 
o- Intolerant and illiberal than either Presbyterian, 
he — 


k- As certain deſeription of wen, in theſe Kingdoms, have been 
s: Fery anxious to keep up in the minds of their adherents the 
2 rueltĩes exerciſed towards the Puritan Miniſters in the laſt cen- - 


ury ; but let any one read Walker's SUPPERRINGS OF THE 
LERGY, during the time of the Commonwealth, and the Pro- 
etorate of Cromwell, when the PURITANs were in power, and 
e will lament to ſee exattly the | ſame narrow, perſecuting party 
pirit influencing all THEIR meaſures, which is ſo juſtly reproba- 
kd im the EPISCOPALIANS : So hard it is to ſeparate power, and 
ors She improper exerciſe of that power, | | | 
mt The greek word BAPTIZO is uſed not only to ſignify dip- 
the ing or plunging into water ; but alſo for-waſhing and rinkling: 
lr Fus the Israelites are ſaid to be baptized in the CLovup and in 
e Sea; that is, the waters being raiſed up, and ſtanding as a 
2 either ſide, the people were ſprinkled by them as they 
alc long. * * TI 


Fete, 4b - - be 
Baptist, or Independent, because she will not permit 
foreign divines, or others into her pulpits without 
their having previously declared their assent and 
consent to the XXXIX Articles. I should be ex- 
tremely sorry to come under the suspicion of being 
intolerant and illiberal, but we must not give up our 
Faith, and deny our God to avoid the reproach, or 
gain the esteem of any set of men whatever ; and I 
eartily. wish, that no ministers might find admission 
into our pulpits, save such, as not only assented 
and consented to the truth of these articles, but al- 
so preached the peculiar Doctrines set forth in 
them. ; | | 52205 
The world was not turned from darkness to light, 
and from the power of Satan unto God by the Ethics; 
of Aristotle, but by the preaching of Christ cruci-W x 
fied ; and the beloved. Diciple says, If there came n 
any unto you, and bring not this Doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid him God speed, 
for he that biddeth him God speed, is a partaker of 


is evil deeds.  _ þ 
ee FR per 3 4 8 
e : 

x OF THE CON STITUTION. ; 1 

_ CHURCHof ENGLAND. ' id 


„The Church of Jesus Christ is a holy cathol iq 
Church, and the communion of saints, a . e 
ation of faithful men, in which the pure word of 
God is preached, and the sacraments duly admini 
 gtered.? These are the words of the XIX. Article, 
and I will defy our opponent, to give a better defini 
tion of the Church of Christ than what is containec 
in this article: But it is asked: Is the Church ol 
England such a Church ? Doth she not by he! 
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By 
« Test- Law, receive into her bosom multitudes of 
the most debauched, profligate and profane men, 
and in effect compel them to come and partake of 
© her most holy Rites, and to eat and drink at the 
© table of that Lord whose name they blaspheme, 
© and whose Religion they abhor ?” Alas{! what 
itiful shifts will not prejudice cause sensible men to 
Have recourse to in order to support a favourite sys- 
>m ? Does not this Querist recollect, that the Test- 
n Waw was enacted, not by the authority or advice of 
e Church, 'but by the authority of Parliament, and 
A- What too a century after the Church had assumed its 
1 Wresent Constitution. The Church commands her 
inisters, on the Sunday preceding the celebration 
nt, t the Lord's supper, to denounce the most dreadful 
ies Whreatenings against all who will presume to receive 
ei- unworthily; and if they know any of their parishi- 
me Wners to be open and notorious evil livers, or such as 
ve ſave done any wrong to their Neighbours by word 
ed; Gr deed, so that the Congregation = thereby offen- 
of d, having knowledge thereof, they shall advertise 
Niem that in any- wise they presume not to come to 
e Lord's table, until they have openly declared 
emselves to have truly repented a amended 
eir former naughty life, and that they have recom- 
enced the parties to whom they had done wrong, or 
least declare themselves to be in full purpose so to 
o, as soon as they conveniently may. The can- 
id reader will from this statement of facts, easil 


olicherceive that the Church has nothing to do wit 
grebe Test-Act, and that so far from . 
9 of of 


auched, profligate and 1 men to parta 
er most holy Rites, she absolutely forbids her Mini- 
ers to admit any such to her Altars; nor does the 
egislature compel them to do this: The Legisla- 
re indeed requires all persons holding employ- 
ents under the crown, to receive the Lord's sup- 
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r abeonding, to the andge of the church of: F 
| g but the Clergy are left in possession of t 

1 they had before the pass. 
of the, Fest- Act, It must however be acknowleg 
ed, that crisis a very delicate point: A man 
ben great inner today, and a great saint to- morro 
and it is worthy of notice, that our divine Mast 
though periectly; acquainted with the guilt a 
iüngratitude of his, treacherous com n, y 
a ivered.'to Judas the conseeratsd elements j 
beſo ro he went out to betray; him,“ The Tares 2 
the wheat will grow 8 until the harvest; 2 
in the very Aas ol the r n a d 


unworthil.-. . 
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he, in the men of vue ot, is 
| able-to- Zana, ectians,- little better tha 
Sglemm fare; for. r Ne Bild.) is declared to 
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| inst theirpeculiar Teeth 1 ferves.to-ſhew.the we 
— of neanvitency.of/inan! In the 3x49 chap. of St. Lu 
VIA. Ct gays n aßter. he had deligered the bie 
Wan he Id.t Got hum, that betrayeth me is WI 

e XXVI. v. 26. 10 A 


